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It’s a great pleasure to invite 
you, a student from a European 
institution wishing to spend a study 
period abroad within the Erasmus 
framework, to share with us a time 
of experiences and work. ESAPA 
is a young institution that features 
a lively activity both in the fields 
of Conservation and Restoration 
of Cultural Heritage, as well as in 
Graphic and Product Design. If 
your academic interests match our 
offer, you are welcome to come to 
Avilés and join us in our educational 
project. We are working towards 
ensuring that your stay at ESAPA 
will be positive, both academically 
and personally.

This guide aims at providing some 
data that could facilitate your 
understanding about our institution 
and the organization of your stay 
in Avilés. We hope it will be of use 
to you. 

Looking forward to meeting you at 
ESAPA!

 Carmen Álvarez-Rúa 
Headmaster of ESAPA

welcome
to esapa
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ABOUT
ESAPA

ESAPA (Escuela Superior de Arte 
del Principado de Asturias) opened 
in 2002 with the aim of providing 
higher education in the fields of 
Design and Conservation and 
Restoration of Cultural Heritage. 
ESAPA is a public institution, 
depending both economically and 
administratively on the Government 
of the Principality of Asturias.

The college has at present around 
300 students and an academic staff 
of 40 lecturers, both permanent and 
associate active professional artists, 
designers and restorers.
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ESAPA is located in Avilés, a town by 
the Cantabrian sea at the Principality 
of Asturias, in Northwestern 
Spain. The history of this town is 
conditioned by the strategic situation 
of its harbor, leading the economical 
and social activity of the city since 
the Middle Age.

Avilés combines a traditional old 
quarter, featuring well preserved 
monuments, with an industrial 
landscape around the harbor, 
dating from the beginning of the 
20th century.

ESAPA’s facilities are split in two 
different buildings, one of them 
hosting the Conservation and 
Restoration of Cultural Heritage 
studies and another dedicated to 
Design studies.

Nowadays, ESAPA’s central 
building is the “Palacio de 
Camposagrado”, in the town 
center area, which is considered 
as the best baroque building at the 
Principality of Asturias. 

LOCATION

Valliniello
Center
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Degree 
programmes

ESAPA provides undergraduate courses in two main areas:

Preserving the Past
 
Degree in Conservation 
and Restoration of Cultural Heritage

Specializations:

•	 Conservation and Restoration of Graphic Documents
•	 Conservation and Restoration of Sculptures
•	 Conservation and Restoration of Paintings

Designing the Future 

Degree in Graphic Design

Degree in Product Design

A complete description of the courses offered is compiled 
at a separate document, the “Academic Guide”, that you 
can find at the web page: http://www.esapa.org



8

credit
system

qualifications 
system

Courses offered by ESAPA conform 
to the European Space for Higher 
Education. These courses are 
equivalent to degree-level university 
studies. ECTs are fully implemented in 
current syllabus.

The qualifications system is strictly 
numerical, in a scale from 0 to 10. A 
minimum of 5 is required to pass a 
course.

An equivalence table between 
grades awarded by your home 
institution and ESAPA will be 
established when formalizing your 
learning agreement.
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ACADEMic
CALENDAR

TTerms

The academic calendar begins usually  
on the 15th September and finishes 
on the 15th June. The academic 
activity is divided into two periods: 

First term dates: 
15th September - 30th January
Second term dates: 
1st February - 15th June

Exams

There are two ordinary exam periods:

First term exams: 
15th -30th January 
Second term exams: 
30th May-10th June

Holidays

There are three holiday periods: 
Christmas, Easter and Summer.



erasmus
exchanges
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how to
participate If you think you would like to participate in an exchange programme with 

ESAPA, you should first contact the Erasmus coordinator at your home institution 
and make sure that an Interinstitutional Agreement has been signed between 
both institutions.

Then, you have to compile and complete the following documents:

•	 Application form (document available for download at http://www.esapa.org/
erasmus/bienvenido-welcome/)

•	 Erasmus learning agreement. This document should be completed with the 
course titles you are going to follow at ESAPA. Contact your Erasmus coordinator 
to discuss the contents of this document. Both institutions will agree that the 
proposed learning programme is feasible. 

•	 Motivation letter, explaining your reasons to participate in the exchange 
programme.

•	 Transcript of records to date.
•	 Curriculum Vitae (preferably in EUROPASS format)
•	 Copy of passport or identity document
•	 Design students: portfolio showing your best works (no specific 

requirements, you are free to choose media and content)

Please, return all these documents by  e-mail to erasmus@esapa.org

Acceptance will be notified by e-mail to the applicant and home institution. 

Application deadlines: 

•	 June 15th: exchanges during first term (September – January)
•	 December 1st: exchanges during second term (February – June)



practical
information
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by plane

The Airport of Asturias (Aeropuerto de 
Asturias - OVD) is located in Santiago 
del Monte, 10 km far from Avilés.

Avilés is easily reached from the 
airport by taxi and by bus.

More information: http://www.aena.es

by train

Avilés is connected by train with the 
capital of  Asturias, Oviedo. From 
Oviedo, you can reach all of the 
largest cities in Spain.

More information: http://www.renfe.es

by bus

Several bus services run between 
Avilés and other cities in Asturias 
and Spain. 

More information: http://www.alsa.es

Courses are taught in Spanish but, 
as teaching is often project based 
and involves small group tutorials, 
international students are easily 
integrated and included.

Spanish courses for foreigners are 
being organized in the city. Erasmus 
students are encouraged to attend 
them and to participate in social and 
cultural activities.

how to
get to aviles

language
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accomodation

medical 
care

useful
links

Foreign students have to rent a flat or share a room with a family or other 
students, since no student residences are available in Avilés. Assistance in 
finding a suitable accommodation will be provided.

Foreign students from member states of the European Economic Area and 
Switzerland may obtain medical care during their stay in Spain through the 
European Health Insurance Card. Please, contact the health authorities at your 
home country before arrival for details on how to obtain this European Health 
Insurance Card and conditions of application of medical care abroad.

More information at  http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=559

Foreign students who are not covered by the above should take out some kind 
of private medical insurance.

Web page of Aviles 

http://www.avilescomarca.info
http://www.aviles.es

Web page of the Government

of the Principality of Asturias

http://www.asturias.es
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If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us, preferably by 
e-mail, at erasmus@esapa.org (general enquiries), erasmus.dis@esapa.org 
(design studies), or erasmus.res@esapa.org (conservation and restoration 
studies)

postal ADDRESS
 
Escuela Superior de Arte del Principado de Asturias
Palacio de Camposagrado
Plaza de Camposagrado s/n 
33402 Avilés.
Principado de Asturias.
España.

Phone numbers 

+34-984836725 
+34-985129104 

Fax number

+34-984836745

Internet

www.esapa.org
esapa@educastur.org
erasmus@esapa.org
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